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What is copyright? 


- Copyright is a legal monopoly on creative works, granted 
to authors. 

- Copyright is one of the forms of intellectual property, 
which also includes patents, trademarks, geographical 
indications and other forms of monopolies over the 
products of human intelligence. 

- Copyright is supported by local laws and international 
treaties. 



What are the philosophical bases 
of copyright? 

There are several historical and philosophical sources of 
copyright: 

- In the American tradition copyright was understood, 
from a utilitarian perspective, as an incentive to advance 
the creation of literary, scientific and artistic works. 

- In the European tradition copyright was conceptualized 
as an intrinsic right of the authors over the products of 
their minds. 



What is copyrightable (and what 
is not) 

Copyright grants a temporary monopoly over some uses 
of creative works fixated in a tangible medium, but: 

- It does not cover ideas 

- It does not cover concepts such as mathematical 
formulas 

- It does not cover ownership of particular physical copies 

- It has no infinite duration 

- It is subject to limitations and exceptions 



When does copyright come into 
effect? 

- Copyright is born at the same time of the creation of the 
work, without the need for any formality. It is automatic. 

- Copyright registration is optional and serves the purpose 
of constituting proof of authorship in the event of 
possible litigation. 



Who can own copyright? 


- The author of the work and its successors 

- The collaborators of a collaborative work 

- People or companies to whom the authors transfer their 
rights 

- Translators and those who in any way, with due 
authorization, adapt or modify existing works 

- The state 



What rights is copyright 
composed of? 

In countries with copyright laws based on European legal 
tradition, such as Latin American countries, copyright 
covers two types of rights: 

- Economic rights are those that protect the economic 
exploitation of the work. It includes reproduction, 
distribution, adaptation, representation, exhibition, etc. 
These rights can be transferred. 

- Moral rights are those that protect the attribution and 
integrity of the work. These rights are not transferable. 



•What are similar and related 
rights? 

- In close connection with copyright, international laws 
and treaties grant rights to other people and companies 
linked to creative works, such as performers and 
phonographic producers. 

- These rights, called ‘similar and related rights’, generally 
have different terms than copyright, and overlap with 
copyright in the same work. 



What happens when copyright 
infringement occurs? 

- Copyright laws provide civil and criminal penalties for 
copyright infringement 

- In some countries, even non-profit offenses, as well as 
infringement which is not intended to cause harm to 
authors, are a criminal offenses. 



<;How long copyright lasts? 


- Each country sets a copyright term, which applies within 
its borders. 

- The most important international treaties have 
established a minimum term that covers the author's life 
plus 50 years. 

- Some bilateral and multilateral trade agreements set the 
minimum term in the author's life plus 70 years. 

- Therefore, most countries today have a term that covers 
the author's life plus 50 years or 70 years. 



What happens after the 
copyright term expires? 

- Once the copyright term ends, the works enter the public 
domain. 

- When the works enter the public domain, it is not necessary 
to ask for permission or pay to use them. The works can be 
copied, shared on the Internet, and you can make 
translations and adaptations freely. 

- In some countries, such as Uruguay and Argentina, there is 
no full public domain, but a ‘paying public domain’. In those 
countries, it is not necessary to ask permission to use a work, 
but it is necessary to pay a fee to the state. 



In addition to the works whose 
copyright expired, which other 
works are in the public domain? 

- In some countries, like the United States, works made by the 
government are in the public domain from the moment they 
are created, since they are considered public resources. 

- In some countries, it is possible to completely forego copyright 
protection on a work and dedicate the work to the public 
domain. 

- In the United States, some old works whose authors didn’t 
comply with legal requirements are also in the public domain. 



What are the exceptions and 
limitations to copyright? 

- Exceptions and limitations are lawful uses that do not 
require permission from the author. 

- They allow to maintain the balance between the 
individual interest of the authors or other copyright 
holders, and the public interest 

- Some examples of these exceptions and limitations are 
the right to cite, the right to make parodies, as well as 
exceptions for people with disabilities, for educational 
uses and for libraries, archives and museums. 



Why should I be interested in all 
this? 

- Because today, when we use digital technologies and 
communicate over the Internet, we are constantly 
creating copyrighted works (photos, videos, posts) and 
sharing works created by other people. 

- Our responsibility as citizens is to demand balanced 
copyright laws that protect both authors and the public 
interest, including freedom of expression, the right to 
education and the right of access to culture. 



